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me and try to impose their wills on me. But a single line
would be enough. Supply a single answer and the color

problem would be stripped of all its importance. In the absolute, the black is no more to be loved than

What does 2 man want? the C i %
What does the black man want? D.Ma. zech, and truly what is to be done is to set man

At the risk of arousing the resentment of my colored  Thic ook should have been wri
. n written three years ago.
_u_.m.—ﬁma. I will say mmﬁn _&n black is not a man. ) el But these truths were a fire in me then. 7_‘”‘01 I omﬁ.
ere is a zone of nonbeing, an extraordinarily sterile yo)) or without being burned. These truths do not have
and arid region, an utterly naked declivity where ang 1.}

authentic upheaval can be born. In most cases, the Ewor-mE.S r““m”m “u MM.HH W.“MM.?H_WMW are not intended to

M.-Hum_wowm nww w&«“—nn_umo__.om being able to accomplish; Every time it has burst out somewhere, it has brought
escent into a r e fire, famine, misery. . . . And contempt for man.

Man is not merely a possibility of recapture or ol porui:ic the weapon of choice of the impotent.

negation. If it is true that consciousness is a process of

transcendence, we have to see too that this a.wumomnmmnsaum ﬁﬂ&%&ﬂaﬂ”ﬁnﬂﬁ“ _h. o_MmMn s Mﬂ-mﬁn mhmhn
is haunted by the problems of love and understandingyy, hamra -.mmb_w this sesult: Ehmnwu d v._ m.b_ mnnw.wm fire
Man is a yes that vibrates to cosmic harmonies. dunooﬁ&.n_ﬁo:mr Solt combiatan ’ = & e
pursued, baffled, doomed to watch the dissolution of the, Mankisid set £ice of _n_u t line that i

truths that he has worked out for himself one afte: ee of the trampoline that is the resist-

another, he has to give up projecting onto the world QM. o8 B mm.cmuaa. and digging into its own flesh to find a

antinomy that coexists with him. ;
The black is a black man; that is, as the result of g Only a few of those who read this book will under-

th
series of aberrations of affect, he is rooted at the core o .Mou e problems that were encountered in its com-

a universe from which he must be extricated. \ .
The problem is important. I propose nothing short ar_.dF an age when skeptical doubt has taken root in the

the liberation of the man of color from himself. We sh: tid, s__ramu__.b Emobﬁo&m of a gang of salauds it is no
go very slowly, for there are two camps: the white an nger possible to find the sense of non-sense, it becomes
tho Llack: d der to penetrate to a level where the categories of

. . nse and non-sense are not yet invoked
Stubbornly we shall investigate both metaphysics and® o ’
we shall find Hint they ars often quite Ssd. The black man wants to be white. The white man slaves

We shall have no mercy for the former governors %3 reach a human lovel.
. : ’ In the course of this essay we shall observe the develo
wouun“. mis .mmoumhwm. To us, the man who adores the Negri_ oot of an effort to understand the black-white SFEQM-
is as “sick” as the man who abominates him. »

The white man is sealed in his whiteness.
Conversely, the black man who wants to turn his race The black man in his blackness.

ﬂﬂs is as miserable as he who preaches hatred for the
whites.
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We shall seek to ascertain the directions of this duaalienation of the black man entails an immediate recog-
narcissism and the motivations that inspire it. nition of social and economic realities. If there is an
At the beginning of my speculations it seems inapproinferiority complex, it is the outcome of a double process:
priate to elaborate the conclusions that the reader wil —primarily, economic;
find. —subsequently, the internalization—or, better, the epi-
Concern with the elimination of a vicious circle hadermalization—of this inferiority.
been the only guide-line for my efforts. Reacting against the constitutionalist tendency of the
There is a fact: White men consider themselves superiofate nineteenth century, Freud insisted that the indivi-
to black men. dual factor be taken into account through psychoanalysis.
There is another fact: Black men want to prove to whitHe substituted for a phylogenetic theory the ontogenetic
men, at all costs, the richness of their thought, the equaperspective. It will be seen that the black man’s alienation
value of their intellect. s not an individual question. Beside phylogeny and on-
How do we extricate ourselves? logeny stands sociogeny. In one sense, conforming to the
A moment ago I spoke of narcissism. Indeed, I believ#iew of Leconte and Damey,' let us say that this is a
that only a psychoanalytical interpretation of the blackuestion of a sociodiagnostic,
problem can lay bare the anomalies of affect that ar¢. What is the prognosis?
responsible for the structure of the complex. I shal ' But society, unlike biochemical processes, cannot escape
attempt a complete lysis of this morbid body. I believauman influences. Man is what brings society into being.
that the individual should tend to take on the univerfhe prognosis is in the hands of those who are willing to
sality inherent in the human condition. And when I saget rid of the worm-eaten roots of the structure.
this, I am thinking impartially of men like Gobineau o The black man must wage his war on both levels:
women like Mayotte Capécia. But, in order to arrive alince historically they influence each other, any unilateral
this judgment, it is imperative to eliminate a whole seiberation is incomplete, and the gravest mistake would
of defects left over from childhood. )¢ to believe in their automatic interdependence. Besides,
Man’s tragedy, Nietzsche said, is that he was once such a systematic tendency is contrary to the facts. This
child. None the less, we cannot afford to forget that, awill be proved.
Charles Odier has shown us, the neurotic’s fate remains Reality, for once, requires a total understanding. On
in his own hands. he objective level as on the subjective level, a solution
However painful it may be for me to accept this comtas to be supplied.
clusion, I am obliged to state it: For the black man there And to declare in the tone of “it’s-all-my-fault” that what
is only one destiny. And it is white. natters is the salvation of the soul is not worth the effort.
Before beginning the case, I have to say certain things There will be an authentic disalienation only to the
The analysis that I am undertaking is psychological. Ir

1. M. Leconte and A. Damey, Essai critique des hie
spite of this it is apparent to me that the effective dis-sychiatriques actuelles. ey, iq nosographies
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degree to which things, in the most E»Hm_..mnr.ma.a Emwumu_womun of time. Ideally, the present will always contribute
of the word, will have been restored to their proper placesy v o buildin g of the future.

It is good form to introduce a work in psychology wit] And this future is not the future of the cosmos but

a statement of its methodological point of view. I shal oiher the future of my century, my co untry, my exist-

be derelict. I leave methods to m_m.vonmuwg and th ;o 1o no fashi on should T undertake to prepare the
mathematicians. There is a point at which methods devou world that will come later. I belong irreducibly to my
themselves. time.

I should like to start from there. I shall try to discove; ,_ 1. is for my own time that I should live. The future

the various attitudes that the Negro adopts in contag 11d be an edifice supported by living men. This struc-
with white civilization. o ture is connected to the present to the extent that I con-

The “jungle savage” is not what I have in mind, .murm der the present in terms of something to be exceeded.
is because for him certain factors have not yet monE.—.o_ﬂ_ The first three chapters deal with the modern Negro.
importance.

. I take the black man of today and I try to establish his
I believe that the fact of the juxtaposition of the whit

. attitudes in the white world. The last two chapters are
and black races has created a massive psychoexistentiigey sted to an attempt at a psychopathological and phil-

complex. I hope by analyzing it to destroy it. osophical explanation of the state of being a Negro.
gmuw an_.wmm will not find themselves in what follow, .H_mwﬁ i w_“ww i, abiove all, ummﬂhm?o.nm gr
This is equally true of many whites. " Th
But the fact that I feel a foreigner in the worlds of th e
schizophrenic or the sexual cripple in no way diminishe:
their reality.
The attitudes that I propose to describe are real. I hay
encountered them innumerable times.

e fourth and fifth chapters rest on a fundamentally
rent basis.

In the fourth chapter I examine a work® that in my
opinion is dangerous. The author, O. Mannoni, is, more-
over, aware of the ambiguity of his position. That perhaps
is one of the merits of his evidence. He has tried to ac-

components of aggressiveness and passivity. : .y

This book is a clinical study. Those who recogni® The gy chapter, which I have called The Fact of
themselves in it, I think, will have made a step monﬁw:mhn%:mu& is fmportant for more than one reasan. Tt i
I seriously hope to persuade my brother, whether Emﬂ_ﬂ.mva the Negro face to face with his race. It will be ob-
or white, to tear off with all his strength the shame served that there is no common link between the Negro
livery put together by centuries of incomprehension.

The architecture of this work is rooted in the tempor: 2. [Dominique] O. Mannoni, Prospero and Caliban: The Psychol-

: y of Colonization (New York, Praeger, 1964). Originally Psy-
Every human problem must be considered from the mgwma togle de Ia Co (Paris, Editions du Souil, 1850).

()
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of this chapter and the Negro who wants to go to be
with a white woman. In the latter there is clearly a wis|
to be white. A lust for revenge, in any case. Here, i
contrast, we observe the desperate struggles of a Negr
who is driven to discover the meaning of black identity
White civilization and European culture have forced a
existential deviation on the Negro. I shall demonstrat
elsewhere that what is often called the black soul is
white man’s artifact.

The educated Negro, slave of the spontaneous an
cosmic Negro myth, feels at a given stage that his rac
no longer understands him.

Or that he no longer understands it.

Then he congratulates himself on this, and enlargin:

the difference, the incomprehension, the disharmony, h
finds in them the meaning of his real humanity. Or mor
rarely he wants to belong to his people. And it is wit
rage in his mouth and abandon in his heart that he burie
himself in the vast black abyss. We shall see that thi
attitude, so heroically absolute, renounces the preser
and the future in the name of a mystical past.

Since I was born in the Antilles, my observations an
my conclusions are valid only for the Antilles—at lea
concerning the black man at home. Another book could b
dedicated to explaining the differences that separate th
Negro of the Antilles from the Negro of Africa. Perhay

one day I shall write it. Perhaps too it will no longer b.

necessary—a fact for which we could only congratulat
ourselves.

WHITE MASKS

BLACK SKIN




